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John August Swanson (1938-2021)

“For many years, I have been inspired by the story and events surrounding 
the birth and young life of Christ. I had always sketched small drawings and 
worked out ideas in my notebooks. -ese small works led to my Birth of Christ 
serigraph series.  

In creating these works, I was inspired by stained glass window images .om 
the cathedral at Chartres, where biblical stories unfold within beauti/l win-
dow panels. -e serigraphs are realized in the elongated shape of these window 
panels. -ese images were /rther inspired by Mexican Christmas traditions. 
Latin families create beauti/l crèches (nacimiento) of many figures and ani-
mals, creating a whole environment, a miniature world and landscape around 
the Nativity figurines.

When I saw the television premier in 1951, at the young age of thirteen, I was 
moved by the beauti/l story and the wonder/l music of the opera, Amahl 
and the Night Visitors by Gian Carlo Menotti. -e storyline helped me to find 
what I wanted to show in my visual concept of the Christmas story. Menotti’s 
delight/l interpretation of the people who bring gi0s, the three Magi (Caspar, 
Melchior, and Balthazar), and the importance of their journey all stayed with 
me over the many years. Since then, I have been able to see a number of perfor-
mances over the years. I tried to bring the same humanistic and spiritual ideas 
into my Birth Narrative.”

S,&),&!'1 ©1985 by John August Swanson Serigraph 38.5” x 11.75”
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Facebook: Saint Clare Catholic Church
Before silencing your cell phone, Check In and 

post a photo to let your 0iends know you’re here!
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Email Updates: Text STC to 84576 then
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PRELUDE MUSIC
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Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter of Zion
!om Messiah

G. F. Handel (1685-1759)

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, thy King cometh unto thee; He is the righteous Saviour, 

and He shall speak peace unto the heathen.

Addie Gramelspacher, soprano

While By My Sheep 17th Century German Carol
Hugo Jüngst (1853-1923), arr.

While by my sheep we watched at night glad tidings brought an angel bright:
How great our joy! – Joy, joy, joy! –

Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high!
There shall be born, so he did say, in Bethlehem a Child today:

There shall He lie in manger mean who shall redeem the world from sin:
Lord, evermore to me be nigh, then shall my heart be filled with joy!

Carolyn Howk, Jamie Eros, William Kinsella, Tım Claxton
Echo Quartet

Veni, Jesu, Amor Mi Luigi Cherubini (1760-1842)
Richard Proulx (1937-2010)

Come, Jesus, My Love
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And the Glory of the Lord
!om Messiah

G. F. Handel (1685-1759)

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: 
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. – Isaiah 40:5

What sweeter music can we bring
-an a carol, for to sing
-e birth of this our heavenly King?
Awake the voice! Awake the string!
Dark and dull night, fly hence away,
And give the honor to this day,
-at sees December turned to May.

Why does the chilling winter’s morn
Smile, like a field beset with corn?
Or smell like a meadow newly-shorn,
-us, on the sudden? Come and see
-e cause, why things thus .agrant be:
‘Tis He is born, whose quickening birth

Which we will give him; and bequeath
-is holly, and this ivy wreath,

To do him honour, who’s our King,
And Lord of all this revelling.

We see him come, and know him ours,
Who, with his sunshine and his showers,

Turns all the patient ground to flowers.
-e darling of the world is come,

And fit it is, we find a room
To welcome him. -e nobler part

Of all the house here, is the heart.

What Sweeter Music  John Rutter (b.1945)
Text: Robert Herrick (1591-1674)

Robert H. Young (1923-2011)
!ere is no rose of such virtue
As is the rose that bare Jesu;

Alleluia.

For in this rose contained was
Heaven and earth in little space;

Res miranda. (thing of wonder)

By that rose we may well see
!at He is God in persons three,

Pari forma. (equal in form)

-ere Is No Rose

!e angels sung the shepherds to:
Gloria in excelsis Deo:

Gaudeamus. (let us rejoice)

Now leave we all this worldly mirth
And follow we this joy"l birth;

Transeamus. (let us go)

Gives life and luster, public mirth,
To heaven, and the under-earth.
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Charles -atcherMary, the Dawn

Mary the dawn, Christ the Perfect Day; Mary the gate, Christ the Heavenly Way!
Mary the root, Christ the Mystic Vine; Mary the grape, Christ the Sacred Wine!

“Lo, how a rose e’er blooming #om tender stem hath sprung,
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as men of old have sung;

It came a blossom bright, amid the cold of winter, when half-spent was the night.”
Mary the wheatsheaf, Christ the Living Bread; Mary the rose tree, Christ the Rose blood-red!

Mary the font, Christ the Cleansing Flood; Mary the cup, Christ the Saving Blood!
Mary, the window, Christ the Light #om Light; Mary the tower, Christ the Banner bright!

Mary the temple, Christ the temple’s Lord; Mary the shrine, Christ the God adored!
Mary the beacon, Christ the Haven’s Rest; Mary the mirror, Christ the Vision Blest!

Mary the mother, Christ the mother’s Son By all things blest while endless ages run. Amen.

"is exquisite 20th century text by Fr. Justin Mulcahy, C.P. is most o#en used in the Liturgy 
of the Hours. "rough many metaphors, the text shows how Mary always leads us to Jesus. 
American Cathedral musician Charles "atcher has set the text to a new melody, and has 

interspersed three Marian hymns –“Lo how a Rose,” “At the Cross her station keeping,” and 
“Be Joy$l, Mary”– that follow Our Lady’s role in the Paschal Mystery.

Howard Helvey (b.1968)
Text: Christina Rossetti (1830-1894)

Love Came Down at Christmas

Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love Divine,
Love was born at Christmas, Star and Angels gave the sign.

Worship we the Godhead, Love Incarnate, Love Divine,
Worship we our Jesus, But wherewith for sacred sign?

Love shall be our token, Love be yours and love be mine,
Love to God and all men, Love for plea and gi$ and sign.



A Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord

S(7# "5 $,& C!"11 B G!&&$(#7

 Presider: -e Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ...
 All:   And with your spirit.

P!"+&11("#23 C2!"3 O Come, All Ye Faith/l Adeste Fidelis
Setting: David Willcocks (1919-2015)

INTRODUCTORY RITES
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I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done 
and in what I have failed to do,

And, striking their breast, they say:
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault;

"en they continue:

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Missa de AngelisK*!(& E3&(1"# Graduale Romanum
KYRIE
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Mass of WisdomG3"!* $" G"' Steve Janco
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

F(!1$ R&2'(#7 Isaiah 52:7-10
All the ends of the earth will behold the salvation of our God.

How beauti/l upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings glad tidings,
announcing peace, bearing good news, announcing salvation, and saying to Zion,
“Your God is King!”
Hark! Your sentinels raise a cry, together they shout for joy,
for they see directly, before their eyes, the Lord restoring Zion.
Break out together in song, O ruins of Jerusalem!
For the Lord comforts his people, he redeems Jerusalem.
-e Lord has bared his holy arm in the sight of all the nations;
all the ends of the earth will behold the salvation of our God.

R&1)"#1"!(23 P1234                                             Stephen Eros (b. 1990)

1. Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all you lands.
Sing to the LORD; bless his name.

2. Announce his salvation, day a$er day.
Tell his glory among the nations;
among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.

3. Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice; 
let the sea and what fills it resound; 

let the plains be joy"l and all that is in them!
!en shall all the trees of the forest exult.

4. !ey shall exult before the LORD,  
for he comes; for he comes to rule the earth.

He shall rule the world with justice
and the peoples with his constancy.

P1234 C?
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S&+"#' R&2'(#7 Hebrews 1:1-6

God has spoken to us through the Son.

Brothers and sisters:
In times past, God spoke in partial and various ways
to our ancestors through the prophets;
in these last days, he has spoken to us through the Son,
whom he made heir of all things
and through whom he created the universe,
who is the re/lgence of his glory,
the very imprint of his being,
and who sustains all things by his mighty word.
When he had accomplished 
purification .om sins,
he took his seat at the right hand 
of the Majesty on high, as far superior to the angels
as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
For to which of the angels did God ever say:
“You are my son; this day I have begotten you”?
Or again: “I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me”?
And again, when he leads the firstborn into the world, he says:
“Let all the angels of God worship him.”

G"1)&3 A++3242$("# Paul French

Good news!  I proclaim to you good news and great joy! 
Today is born your Savior, Christ the LORD.

& b 43 œ œ
Al- le -

˙ œ
lu - ia,

˙ œ
al - le -

.˙
lu -

˙ œ œ
ia, al - le -

˙ œ
lu - ia,

œ œ œ
al - le - lu -

.
i̇a.

˙
Paul M. French

Music © 1998, WLP
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In those days a decree went out .om Caesar Augustus
that the whole world should be enrolled.
-is was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria.
So all went to be enrolled, each to his own town.
And Joseph too went up .om Galilee .om the town of Nazareth
to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and family of David,
to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.
While they were there, the time came for her to have her child,
and she gave birth to her firstborn son.
She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn.
Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields
and keeping the night watch over their flock.
-e angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were struck with great fear.
-e angel said to them, “Do not be a.aid;
for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord.
And this will be a sign for you: 
you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel,
praising God and saying: 
“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

524  THE ORDER OF MASS

 If, however, a Deacon is not present, the Priest, bowing before the altar, says quietly:
Cleanse my heart and my lips, almighty God,
that I may worthily proclaim your holy Gospel.

15. The Deacon, or the Priest, then proceeds to the ambo, accompanied, if appropriate, by 
ministers with incense and candles. There he says:

& œ
!"#$%&'($)#$*+,"$-&./

œ œ œ œ
The Lord be with you.

 The people reply:

& œ
!"#$%&'($)*+,$-.&,/&'0

œ œ œ œ
And with your spirit.

 The Deacon, or the Priest:

& á œ œ œ

A reading from the holy Gospel according to N.

 and, at the same time, he makes the Sign of the Cross on the book and on his forehead, lips, 
and breast.

 The people acclaim:

& á
!"#$%&'#&%#()&&*&+#$,-

œ œ
Glory to you, O Lord.

 Then the Deacon, or the Priest, incenses the book, if incense is used, and proclaims the Gospel.

16. At the end of the Gospel, the Deacon, or the Priest, acclaims:

& á
!"#$%&'(#)$&*$$+"#$,&-./

œ œ
The Gospel of the Lord.

524  THE ORDER OF MASS

 If, however, a Deacon is not present, the Priest, bowing before the altar, says quietly:
Cleanse my heart and my lips, almighty God,
that I may worthily proclaim your holy Gospel.

15. The Deacon, or the Priest, then proceeds to the ambo, accompanied, if appropriate, by 
ministers with incense and candles. There he says:

& œ
!"#$%&'($)#$*+,"$-&./

œ œ œ œ
The Lord be with you.

 The people reply:

& œ
!"#$%&'($)*+,$-.&,/&'0

œ œ œ œ
And with your spirit.

 The Deacon, or the Priest:

& á œ œ œ

A reading from the holy Gospel according to N.

 and, at the same time, he makes the Sign of the Cross on the book and on his forehead, lips, 
and breast.

 The people acclaim:

& á
!"#$%&'#&%#()&&*&+#$,-

œ œ
Glory to you, O Lord.

 Then the Deacon, or the Priest, incenses the book, if incense is used, and proclaims the Gospel.

16. At the end of the Gospel, the Deacon, or the Priest, acclaims:

& á
!"#$%&'(#)$&*$$+"#$,&-./

œ œ
The Gospel of the Lord.

Priest/Deacon: "e Lord be with you.

Assembly:

Priest/Deacon: A reading !om...

Assembly:

THE ORDER OF MASS  525

 All reply:

& á
!"#$%&'()'*)+,''-)".''/&0%+%'12"$%(3

œ œ œ
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

 Then he kisses the book, saying quietly:
Through the words of the Gospel
may our sins be wiped away.

17. Then follows the Homily, which is to be preached by a Priest or Deacon on all Sundays and 
Holydays of Obligation; on other days, it is recommended. 

18. At the end of the Homily, the Symbol or Profession of Faith or Creed, when prescribed, is 
either sung or said: 

& œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ b œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
& œ œ œ œœ œœ œœ b œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ
& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ b á œ œ œœ
& œ œ œ œ œ á œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
& œ œ œœœ œ œ œ œ œ œœ b œ œ œ œ
& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ b œ œœ œœ œ
& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ b œ œ œ
& œ œ œœ b œ œœ œ
& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ b œ œ œ œ œ œœ b

Priest/Deacon: "e Gospel of the Lord.

Assembly:

G"1)&3 Luke 2:1-14
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I believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God .om God, Light .om Light,

true God .om true God,

begotten, not made, 

consubstantial with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down .om heaven,

A33  G&#653&+$ 

and by the Holy Spirit was 

incarnate of the Virgin Mary,

and became man.

For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate,

he suFered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds .om the Father and the Son,

who with the Father 

and the Son is adored and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, 

catholic and apostolic Church.

I confess one Baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins

and I look forward 

to the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

& b 22 œ œ œ œ
Let our prayers rise

.� œ
up like

œ œ œ œ
in cense in your

œ � œ
pre sence, O

w
Lord.- -

©

Score

U#(%&!123 P!2*&! Psalm 141 Stephen Eros
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LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

P!2*&! O%&! $,& O55&!(#71

O Magnum MysteriumO55&!$"!* M"$&$ Morten Lauridsen (b.1943)

O magnum mysterium
Et admirabile sacramentum

Ut animalia viderent Dominum natum
Jacentem in praesepio!

Beata Virgo, cujus viscera
Meruerunt portare

Dominum Christum
Alleluia 

O great mystery and wondrous sacrament, 
that animals should see the 

new-born Lord lying in their Manger!
Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was 
worthy to bear the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Alleluia!

Considered a modern masterwork, “O Magnum Mysterium” is a deeply felt religious 
statement, at once uncomplicated and unadorned, yet power$l and transformative 
in its e%ect upon the listener.  "e musical themes and phrase shapes have their roots 
in Gregorian chant, with a constant metric flow and ebb.  Worth mentioning is the 
horror and sorrow of the Virgin Mary, as she was to experience Christ’s death on the 
cross. Her significance and su%ering is portrayed in a single dissonant note on the 

word “Virgo,” sung in the second section of the piece. “A quiet song of profound inner 
joy; I wanted this piece to resonate immediately and deeply into the core of the 

listener, to illumine through sound.” (based on the composer’s reflection)
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531

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

31. Then the Priest begins the Eucharistic Prayer.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ
& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ
& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

 Extending his hands, he says:
The Lord be with you.

 The people reply:
And with your spirit.

 The Priest, raising his hands, continues:
Lift up your hearts.

 The people:
We lift them up to the Lord.

 The Priest, with hands extended, adds:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

 The people:
It is right and just.

 The Priest, with hands extended, continues the Preface.

T,& E6+,2!(1$(+ P!2*&!

H"3*, H"3*, H"3*

M211 "5 W(1'"4E6+,2!(1$(+ 
A++3242$("#1                 

Steve Janco
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Priest:  Behold the Lamb of God, 
  Behold him who takes away the sins of the world.    
  Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All:   Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,
  but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION RITE
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Psalm 110:3C"446#("# A#$(),"# Graduale Romanum

In the splendor of the holy ones, !om the womb, 
before the daystar I have begotten you.

Angels We Have Heard On High  C2!"3 Traditional French
Setting: Michael Burkhardt (b.1957)
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C2!"3 Silent Night Traditional German
Setting: A. Dennis Sparger (b.1942)

Are the shadows deep and dark 
as you sleep upon the hay? –

like the darkness that will fall 
though the sun is overhead.

!at day is far away, O child upon the hay,
but in the stable I can see the shadows dark.

Does the morning sun break in 
as you sleep upon the hay? –
like the sun of early dawn 

that reveals an empty tomb.
!at day is far away, O child upon the hay,
but in the stable I can see the morning sun.

A#$,&4 Is a Murmuring Dove Nearby? K. Lee Scott
Text: Richard Leach

Is a murmuring dove nearby 
as you sleep upon the hay? –

like the dove that you will see 
coming down #om parting skies.

!at day is far away, O child upon the hay,
but in the stable I can hear a murmuring dove.

Is a donkey standing near 
as you sleep upon the hay? –
like the donkey you will ride 

through the cheering pilgrim throng.
!at day is far away, O child upon the hay,
but in the stable I can see a donkey stand.
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P"1$36'& "# “M&#'&311",#”                                    David Willcocks
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CONCLUDING RITES

R&+&11("#23 C2!"3 Hark! -e Herald Angels Sing Mendelssohn
Setting: David Willcocks
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A Blessed Christmas to You!
On behalf of our staF and all our parishioners, we warmly welcome all visi-
tors who are joining us today. I want to thank all of our faith/l parishioners 
who are here each week and oFer their time, talent, and treasure on a regular 
basis to keep our parish so alive in God’s Spirit.  I pray that this liturgy will 
truly fill each of us with a deeper awareness of God’s Peace, Joy, and Love, 
which are given to us through the Holy Spirit.
 
We oFer a special welcome to those in our midst today who are “coming back” 
to the Church and to those who are looking for a new parish community to 
join.  Our prayer for you is that this Mass will fill you with a new Spirit that 
will inspire you to come back on a regular basis for Sunday Mass.  If you are 
interested in joining or finding out more about St. Clare Parish, please pick 
up a welcome packet in the gathering space on your way out of church today.  
If you are not Catholic but are interested in learning more about the Catholic 
Church, please call the parish oGce for more information.
 
Let us li0 up our voices at the Mass in praise of God for the gi0 of his Son, 
Jesus Christ, who has come to set us .ee and give us God’s Mercy and Love!
 
Fr. Jim Deiters
Pastor

D8St. Clare of Assisi Catholic Church
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8:30am & 10:30am 
***No Saturday 5:00 Mass***

S$&-2,3#* $' M!%*, M$#1-% $' G$.
F%3.!*, D-+-24-% 78

4:30pm

5:00pm, 8:30am, 10:30am

E(+1!%3"#3+ A.$%!#3$,
January 31 .om 11:30pm to 12:15am

January 2 at 11:30am through January 3 at 11:30am
Every Tuesday .om 6pm to 7pm

S$,9" $' T1!,:'(&,-"" ; P%!3"-
A concert of Christmas music presented by our parish and school choirs

Sunday, January 9 – 6:00pm

SCHEDULE FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON
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Reflection by Stephen Eros

Steeped in Old Testament imagery, this icon depicts Mary and Jesus seated on 
the Ark of the Covenant–a structure described in the Book of Exodus.  Sur-
rounding her are foliage and rose blooms, which remind us of Isaiah 1:11–“A 
shoot will come up .om the stump of Jesse; .om his roots a Branch will bear 
.uit.”– as well as the hymn “Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming.”  On the outskirts 

of the foliage are flames, which point to the burning bush.  In the Eastern 
Orthodox Church, the preferred name for the event is -e Unburnt Bush; they 

view it as prefiguring the virgin birth of Jesus. Eastern Orthodox theology 
refers to Mary, the mother of Jesus as the -eotokos (“God bearer”), viewing 
her as having given birth to Incarnate God without suFering any harm, or 

loss of virginity, in parallel to the bush being burnt without being consumed.  
Characteristic of this artist’s works, the men kneeling at the base of the ark are 
dressed in modern day clothes.  Most likely, these men are Moses and Elijah, 
representing the law and the prophets, respectively.  On that note, the Trans-
figuration of Jesus in the gospels comes to mind; Jesus takes Peter, James, and 
John up the mountain where he is transfigured, Moses and Elijah are present, 
and God says to them, “-is is my beloved son; listen to him.”  A similar sen-
timent could be applied to Janknet’s icon, revealing the Christ child and his 

mother.  Lastly, going along with traditional iconography practice, the Virgin 
Mary is clothed in a red outer garment and a blue inner garment.  Blue rep-

resents transcendence, mystery, and the divine; it is the color of the sky and is 
viewed as a heavenly color.  Red is seen as an earthly color, the color of blood.  
In icons, Jesus is typically depicted with a blue outer garment and a red inner 
garment–humanity wrapped in divinity.  Mary is seen with a red outer gar-
ment and a blue inner garment, representing how she carried divinity ( Jesus) 

within her humanity.




